184                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

write by? and who could read what was written,
unless those letters had been known, and made
public in the world ?

Hence I infer that Moses was the first historian,
and the Books of Moses are the first history in the
world ; and if the first, consequently most likely to
be the best authority; at least, as I have said
above (and that my readers may not be pushed
upon too hard, to believe those books which they
have so ill a relish of), I say at least, they will allow
that the Scripture or Pentateuch is a tolerable
good history, and that is all I ask of them as a
favour.

Now to begin with the chronology of things:
the law given to the Jews from the mouth of the
oracle upon mount Sinai, of which Moses gives us
the history, was, according to sir Walter Raleigh,
published anno mundi          - - - 2514.

Joseph died.....2370.

Moses was bora        -        ...    2433.

The children of Israel came out of Egypt 2513.

But we find in the history of Joseph, and we find
by the commands to extirpate witches and sorcerers,
mentioned in the first law given the Israelites ; I
say, we find the practice of diabolical magic was
much more ancient than Moses, nay, than Joseph,
and that it was practised so long ago, not only in
Egypt, but in Phoenicia also; and perhaps in the
last as soon as in the first.

First, It seems that God resolved to drive out the
Phoenicians, that is, the Canaanites, before the chil-
dren of Israel, even for this very offence among
others; and I cannot come up to the modern rate
of scepticism, as to believe God would have driven
them out of their country for a crime which they
were not guilty of; and especially too, that he
would have assigned that for a reason of it which
the poor people could have stood up and cleared